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Abstract

Social Networking Sites (SNSs) have created a new social dimension where individuals
can increase their social awareness by keeping in touch with old friends, making new friends,
tﬁ"ﬁs’%;ensing new data or products and gathering information in other aspects of everyday life. This
helps individual to become more knowledgeable, which is very beneficial for students. This

research attempts to obtain students’ perceptions about social media as an educational tool. We

cted a preliminary survey of a group of student to gather initial findings on their use of

social networking sites and its influence on their academic performance. This study found that

the majority of respondents agreed that social media is an educational tool that should be utilised

ers for the purpose of education.

no surprise that Social Networking Sites have impacted the way

oded as a category of online discourse where people create content,
ork at a prodigious rate. Because of its ease of use, speed and
o the public discourse in society and setting trends and agenda

vironment and politics to technology and the entertainment
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Ereipa MOS years, the online world has chang, q
g men and women now exchange

industry (Asur and Huberman, 2010).In the last ten

5 : oun
dramatically, thanks to the invention of social media, ¥ t a truly astonishing rate (Opg,
ideas, feelings, personal information, pictures and videos & y
2010). - i
Martn, (2008) & Lusk, (2010) share the same concept of social media. To them o,

, J inkedIn for the purpg
media is the use of Facebook, Blogs, Twitter, My Space and Lin POse o

of this stud :
communication, sharing photos as well as videos. However for the purpose i 1Ay socig)
tsap, 1 witter, ;
media is captured within the use of internet through Facebook, W-h u hari Sk”’er
MySpace as well as Yahoo Messenger for communication sharing of ideas, sharing of Photog

: ! . T i ebsites has beco
and videos by users. The increased use of Social Nestworking W me g

international phenomenon in the past several years. What started out as a hobby for Some
computer literate people has become a social norm and way of life for people from all over th,

world (Boyd. 2007)Teenagers and young adults have especially embraced these sites as a way to

connect with their peers, share information, reinvent their personalities, and showcase their

social lives (Boyd, 2007).
How to Use Social Media as Learning Tool
I.  Creating a Facebook group for the class

2. Use of blogging for students’ homework assignments

Use of twitter for bringing fun into the classroom

(9%}

4. Browsing for educational resources
5

Use of You Tube for the flipped classroom concept

Review of Literature

According to Junco al et (2010). social media are a collection of internet websites.

_ services, and practices that support  collaboration, community
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Boyd and Ellison (2007) defined social network sites as public web-based services that

allow users to develop a personal profile, identify olther users (“friends”) with whom they have a

.‘ connection, read and react to postings made by other users on the site, and send and receive
U f messages either privately or publicly. Individuals may choose to send private messages, write on
Ii ' other user’s walls, organize social activities, and keep informed about other user’s daily
activities. However, users can limit themselves on what information they would like to share

publicly with others. Some items they may choose to include are: pictures, favorite books and

‘movies, birthday, relationship status. and location (Tufekei, 2008).
Need for the Study

On the basis of the reviewed literature, there seems to be a lot of work done in the area of
S a] media and its effect on children and adolescents. Various studies have also investigated
the feehng of students and their general attitudes toward e-learning. However, despite the fact the
change in technology impinges upon a change in learning and teaching styles also, there had
ben ;1?5__;;_1( of studies that focus on understanding the students’ perspective towards the use of
m’édla in edi cation. Also, there seems to be a limited research done to understand the
onshlp between students’ attitudes towards usage of social media and their academic
ance specifically in the Indian context. There is a scarcity of research on social media

India and due to this the present study is needed.

udents’ perspective towards the use of social media in education.

relationsiiip between students’ beliefs and attitude towards social

n and their academic performance.

est way for a teacher to reach the students

29
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e  H;: Social Media is a best way for a teac
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e a negative impact o1 stud

2.  H, Social sites hav

. H,. Social sites have a

positive impact on students

Research Methodology
Universe Mumbai
: condary
Method of data collection Primary anc,l oe line sites (Open and close ended)
Mcthod of Primary Data Collection | QuestionnZ by O ience Sampling
Method of sampling Random Sampling L
No. Of Sample Respondents 291 - "< Scale
Method of Data Analysis Chi-square test, Likert's

Analysis and Interpretation of Data

Table 1: Division of sample respondents

Graduates
Post Graduates
Total

e

(Source: By Primary Data)

A set of preliminary questionnaires consisting of 16 questions were randomly distributed

to 291 undergraduate and postgraduate students of Mumbai region. Responses from female are

more comparing to male.
Table 2: Time spent on social media site per day

Response Frequency | Percentage (%)
5-10 Minutes 25 8.59
10-30 Minutes 48 16.49
30 Minutes- 1 Hour | 72 24.74
1-2 Hours 63 21.65
2Hours Above 83 2853
Total .
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Tool used for Data Collection

The tool used for data collection was a 16 item questionnaire developed by the
researchers. The questionnaire included student’s personal information, use of social media as an
educational tool and the influence of social sites on students’ academic performance.

The Likert’s method of summated ratings was used and the weightings on the five point
scale were Strongly Agree (SA) = 1, Agree (A) =2, Undecided (U) =3, Disagree (D) = 4,
Strongly Disagree (SD) = S for positive statements.

Table 3: Social sites has a positive impact on students

\ Particulars Male | Female
y Strongly Agree 78 84
Agree 30 32
_ Neutral 09 03
( : Disagree 16 |30
s Strongly Disagree | 03 06

(Source: By Primary Data)

calculated value 0.04555555 | cal. Value <Table Value
( p-value) We reject Hy
F“ ble Value 0.05
g HBfe in our observation
| 0.04555555<0.05 hence we will reject H,

claims that Social Media is a best way for a teacher to reach the

this study showed that, though social media have positive
ce. For instance, students can form online communities

p discussions about class material, or use the Social
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¢ when a stud®

i tac
networking sites(SNS) as a way to keep 111 Lok
be updated on current academicinformation- <hould come Up with a template on hoy

: t lecturers :
The results of this study suggest tha . that school management shoyjg
i s Social media
their students can maximize the benefits of n the school, that the governmey,

: iai
f social media
the use O heir use among students apq

1 lations on
incorporate rules and regu latei b

to regu
should put in place adequate control measures g
lecturers.

Recommendations . .
. endations are made:
In the light of the findings of this study, the following recon.lm P i acaden:
I.  Students should be educated on the influence of Social med chic
performance.
2. Students should be monitored by teachers and paren
Teachers should ensure that, they usethesocial

performance of students inschools.
4. The students should create a balance between chit-chatting and academicactivities.

The use of Social media network by students should focus on the academic relevance of

ts on how they use thesesites.

mediaasatooltoimprovetheacademic

those sites instead of using them for negativepurposes.
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